
The first spirit runs from the stills at Glenfiddich Distillery

1919 Prohibition ensured hard times for Scotch whisky. Ever optimistic, however, William Grant increased 
production with much success. Guess he knew the world wouldn’t be able to resist great whisky 
forever. 

1937 Cask #843 is laid down to gently mature and evolve in Glenfiddich’s warehouses, but more to come 
on that later…

1950s Grant’s Stand Fast Blended Whisky is one of the world’s top 10 whiskies, but Sandy and Charlie 
Grant realise they need to start to differentiate themselves in what is becoming a very competitive 
market.

1909

1887

Glenfiddich launch their first bottle with the William Grant & Sons coat of arms.

William Grant is regularly described as the pioneer of single malt whisky, fuelled by an unwavering 
ambition to create “the best dram in the valley” he built a success story for himself, from cobbler to 
whisky magnate.
 
In the summer of 1886, William Grant left his managerial position at Mortlach, the only distillery at 
the time in Dufftown, to make his long-held dream a reality. He acquired distilling equipment from 
the old Cardow distilling plant (now known as Cardhu) and obtained a lease for a field just north of 
Dufftown called Glenfiddich.
  
With his seven sons and two daughters, William Grant rolled up his sleeves to begin building his 
distillery by hand, stone by stone with their bare hands. After a single year of intense labour it was 
ready, with Glenfiddich’s first spirit was produced on Christmas day 1887. To this day the distillery 
is owned by the same family, William Grant & Sons.

1957 The Iconic Glenfiddich Triangular Bottle Is Introduced

The now-iconic triangular bottle is designed by influential 20th century graphic designer Hans 
Schleger. The first triangular bottle to be introduced it is said to be inspired by the combination of 
water, air and barley, a trinity “expertly crafted to make Glenfiddich whisky”.

Revolutionary at the time, this would become one of the most famous and distinctive bottles in the 
whisky industry. In a world of round whisky bottles, Glenfiddich stood out.

1961 Glenfiddich adverts promoting 
Glenfiddich Straight Malt, the 
expression with which Glenfiddich 
brought single malt to the fore.



Scotland’s Secret Is Revealed To The World

Glenfiddich became the first single malt Scotch whisky to be promoted outside the UK, effectively 
introducing the world to the single malt Scotch whisky category. 

It was under the ever-watchful eye of Charlie and Sandy Grant (Great-grandchildren of William 
Grant) that Glenfiddich introduced the triangular bottle, creating a distinctive brand image that 
would stand the tests of time. In a world of blended Scotch whiskies, it was also Sandy and Charlie 
who realised the importance in celebrating a whiskies provenance. 

A new concept at the time, the brothers began introducing references to their water source (the 
famous Robbie Dhu spring), barley type, cask type and age statements. This may not seem so radical 
now, but at the time, nobody in the industry was doing such a thing.

They began pulling resources behind their single malt, marketed in the 1950s as ‘Straight Malt’ or 
‘Unblended’ whisky. By the early 1960s, Glenfiddich became the first single malt Scotch whisky 
to be commercially exported outside the UK, essentially creating the single malt category for the 
world to see.

Renowned now as legends of Scotch whisky, Sandy and Charlie undoubtedly laid the foundation for 
what was to become the single malt category. Charlie Grant was apparently renowned for saying 
“Dram by dram, bartender by bartender, bar by bar, we will grow single malt whisky”.

1963

Charlie Grant Gordon Sandy Grant Gordon

The gold foil labels and stag now so synonymous with 
Glenfiddich are first introduced.

The first Vintage Reserves are bottled.

Find our Ultimate Guide to the Glenfiddich Vintage 
Reserves from page 12.

1968

1999

1991 The First Ever Glenfiddich 50 Year Old Is Released

The first ever vatting of Glenfiddich’s 50 year old is released in 1991, restricted to only nine casks laid 
down in the 1930s (one cask for each of William Grant’s nine children who helped build Glenfiddich 
distillery in the 1880s). 

The casks, four distilled in 1937, and five in 1939, were vatted on 4th April 1990 in single cask 
#3034 and married for one year before being bottled on the 26th July 1991.

This whisky became famous in the early 1990s when it achieved 99,999,999 ITL (Lira) in an Italian 
charity auction, making it the most expensive bottle of whisky ever sold at auction at that time.



The Glenfiddich Rare Collection Is Launched

The Rare Collection is an unparalleled selection of Glenfiddich’s rare, vintage single cask whiskies. 
A selection of casks are reserved by Malt Master, Brian Kinsman, after being  personally nosed and 
tasted to ensure its quality for the collection.

2000

2001 First Private Vintage is released.

Find our Ultimate Guide to the Glenfiddich Private 
Vintages from page 15.

This for me is a stand out bottling and certainly one for those 
looking to consume. The liquid here is remnant vatted all the 
way back to 1925. Remnant vatting meaning each release of 
40 years old has a DNA that stretched back almost 100 years. 
One of the richest, and most complex drams I’ve ever had the 
pleasure to enjoy.

TRUAN GRANT RALPH
 Global Brand Ambassador at Glenfiddich

This outstanding 40 Year Old was bottled as the inaugural release for the Rare Collection in 2000. 
Individual casks were hand-picked by Glenfiddich’s Malt Master before being married together with 
what was left over from the previous 40 Year Old vatting, a process known as ‘remnant vatting’. 
Glenfiddich claim to be the only distillery to use such a pioneering process.

2001 The 1937 Rare Collection Is Released

The liquid in this bottle is testament to an era of whisky making 
which will never be seen again, the malt would have been dried on 
a kiln, which is now our malt barn restaurant, the spirit would have 
run from coal fired stills in Still house One which no longer exists. 
Truly a standout bottle, and one of only a handful that still exist 
today.

TRUAN GRANT RALPH
 Global Brand Ambassador at Glenfiddich

The 1937 Rare Collection is the oldest 
Glenfiddich whisky ever put to bottle.

Filled with spirit distilled on 17 July 
1937 at Glenfiddich distillery, this 
unrepeatable cask was laid down to 
gently mature for over 60 years. It 
was not until 2001, that Cask 843 was 
declared ready to be bottled as one of 
the finest whiskies in the world.

After 64 years, very thirsty angels left 
only 61 bottles of this whisky.



2010 The Snow Destruction Which Gave Rise To The Snow Phoenix

Snow Phoenix was a limited edition release, bottled to commemorate a moment of drama in 
Glenfiddich’s story.

On 7th January 2010, twice a winter’s worth 
of snow fell in Speyside, causing a number of 
Glenfiddich’s warehouse roofs to collapse. This 
snow destruction was the inspiration that gave rise 
to the Snow Phoenix.

A selection of Oloroso and American oak casks 
found buried under the eight of the frosts 
destruction were married to create Snow Phoenix, 
an acclaimed whisky composed of 13 to 30 year old 
malts.

2013
Glenfiddich celebrates Spirit of Speyside.

First launched in 1999, the Spirit of Speyside 
Festival’s annual celebration of Scotland’s 
national drink has developed into one of the 
largest events of its kind anywhere in the world.  
 
In 2013, Glenfiddich began the annual tradition 
of celebrating the festival with the introduction of 
an exclusive bottling only available to purchase by 
festival goers.

2016 Glenfiddich Rewrites The Rulebook

In 2016 Glenfiddich firstly launches the Experimental Series, an exciting collaborative collection of 
new and unusual whiskies pushing boundaries and challenging tradition.

#1 IPA
43%

The first release in the Glenfiddich Experimental 
Series was a collaboration with Speyside Brewery’s 

Seb Jones. 

It has been finished in innovative craft ale IPA casks 
which were specially produced.

#2 Project XX
47%

Twenty experts each selected a cask, without 
being informed of the reason, following which Malt 

Master Brian Kinsman combined them to create this 
marriage. 

The mix includes port pipes, sherry casks and even 
some virgin oak. 

#3 Winter Storm 
43%

This was the third instalment in the Experimental 
Series and the first to be a limited batch release. 

Winter Storm is a 21 year old Glenfiddich finished 
in an icewine cask from Peller Estate in Niagara, 

Canada. 

#4 Fire & Cane
43%

Launched in 2018, Fire & Cane was the fourth entry 
in the Experimental Series. 

A peated expression initially matured in ex-bourbon 
barrels, it has spent a finishing period in sweet Latin 

rum casks. 


